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Tonight is the Annual General Meeting... 


Following the President’s Annual Report and 
election of Officebearers and Committee, 


Joan Lindros and Trevor Pescott speaking on 


the Otways Vision. 


Club Excursion to the Otways 
Sunday, 27 April 2003 


(note 4th Sunday 


Leaders: Joan Lindros, Trevor Pescott 
Timetable: 
9.00 am – meet Clairvaux car park. 


due to Easter) 


Travel via Moriac along Cape Otway Road and through Barwon Downs. 
After 6 km turn left into Yaugher Road and past the Forrest Recreation 
Reserve. Follow Yaugher Road (bitumen and then gravel) until it meets 
Kaanglang Road. Along Kaanglang Road, turn left into Lake Elizabeth Car 


Park. 


10.30 am – A walk up to the lake takes about a half hour, less time on the 


way back, and/or morning tea. 


12 midday — Back to Kaanglang Road and continue for a short distance for 


a lunch stop. 


1.00 pm — Depending on the condition of the Sabine-Benwerrin (Ridge) 


Road we will travel north towards Benwerrin, stopping at selected places to 


see logging coupes and good forest. 


3.30 pm — Down Erskine Falls Road towards Lorne, stop at Blankleaf 
Picnic area for afternoon tea/walk in the forest (good track), break up and 
return home. (Two alternative routes — back to the ridge and home via 
Deans Marsh, or on to Lorne and the Geelong-Otway Road.) 


Note — A last minute change may be made if the Ridge Road has 
deteriorated after rain. We'll know this only on the day. 


MAMMAL TRAPPING 
We've obtained permission to put our 
traps out at Tullwalla Guide Camp, 
Moggs Creek. 

Timetable: Wednesday 9. April 

4.00 pm meet at the guide camp and 
set traps 

Thursday 10th, Friday 11th 

8.00 am check traps 

4.00 pm check traps 

Saturday 12th 

8.00 am check and collect traps 
Note: We have permission to camp 


on site, so this will give us a good 
chance to go spotlighting for Yellow- 
bellied Gliders. 

Further details: 

phone Trevor 5243 4368 

or email pescott@pipeline.com.au 


MAMMAL GROUP MEETING 
Since we meet only about quarterly, 
please note our next meeting will be 
on Tuesday 29 April at 8.00 pm 
Clairvaux Hall. 


A big thankyou to 
VALDA 0, % 
DEDMAN C ES 
for filling in 
as editor last 


month. 

КАКАЊ 
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Plant Group Report 
...Dick Southcombe 


"Using Bellarine Peninsula plants in your 
garden" is the focus of our April 8 
meeting. 


A few years ago Rosalind Smallwood 
established a garden of local plants at 
her Pt Lonsdale home. It was simple yet 
spectacular and many people 
appreciated her selection and layout. 


Rosalind is now involved in another 
similar project and will tell us of her 
previous experience and plants she is 
considering for her new garden. 

No doubt many of the plants we admired 
on our excursions to Edwards Point and 
the Swan Bay Catchment will be 
featured. 


Would you believe that a sprig taken from 
a маше noticed flowering іп a 
Supermarket carpark would require at 
least 5  person-hours of study for 
identification at our March meeting? It 
did, and there wasn’t an agreement, 
despite close examination and 
references to a range of books. Is it a 
non-Victorian species—our library has 
few books on non-Victorian plants—or is 
it a hybrid? 


The next step is to gather some seed 
pods as they may aid identification. 


CONSERVATION GROUP 
CONCERN 


The Lonsdale Golf Course has recently 
made a Request to Amend the Greater 
Geelong Planning Scheme that would 
allow it to develop several critical areas 
of the Lake Victoria system as part of the 
golf course. The Club believe that such 
development would have significant 
negative impacts on many species 
including the Orange-bellied Parrot and 
as such has expressed its opposition to 
both CoGG and the Minister of the 
Environment in Canberra. The Club is 
hopeful that the development will not 
proceed but we may need your support 
at some later stage if it looks as though it 
may go ahead. 

Please read the report on page 6 of 
the talk given by Marilyn Hewish on 
her surveys done at Lake Victoria for 
Parks Victoria. 


(More notices on pages 11 & 14) 
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT APRIL 2003 


| am pleased to present this annual 
report. 


This year we have at least achieved 
a full compliment of office bearers! 
Two committee members accepted 
the positions of president and vice 
president filling positions that had 
been vacant for the last two years! 
This, however, left us with four 
committee members short! 


The fact that the Club had functioned 
for the previous two years without a 
president or vice president seems to 
signify that these two positions are 
relatively insignificant. On the 
surface the program still rolled along 
and members got used to a passing 
parade of committee members 
chairing meetings. However a ship 
can only go for so long before the 
. wheels (rudders!) start to fall off. This 
happens behind the scenes at first, 
until eventually it comes to the 
surface and the ship runs aground. 
Some field naturalist clubs have 
done just that through lack of 
members making themselves 
available to help out on the 
committee—a couple of ‘extinct’ 
clubs come to mind. Everyone is 
short of time these days, fitting in our 
numerous tasks and interests, and 
we are wary of committing extra time 
to committees—and of course this 
makes it more onerous for those who 
do commit! 


In the past we have had some very 
industrious presidents, devoting 
enormous amounts of time to Club 
matters—the position, | think, had 
become so demanding that, 
understandably, no one was willing 
to take it on. | undertook being 
‘recycled’ as a president on the 
understanding that | would play a 
lower key role while endeavouring to 
‘grease the wheels’ behind the 
scenes and provide some continuity 
at the helm—better than no 
president at all! | think we have to 
accept a lower profile, Jess 
demanding position if we are going 
to have members willing to take on 
the job. To make our presence felt in 
the community we need a full active 
committee to share the work around. 
If not, there will necessarily be 
issues that should/could be followed 
up but will, instead, end up just being 
'tabled'. 


..Diana Primrose 


On behalf of our members | want to 
thank the out-going committee for 
the work they have done this year. 
Our Club has enjoyed a vast and 
varied program of activities—and our 
thanks go to the leaders, speakers, 
and coordinators. There is a great 
fund of amateur expertise in our club 
covering so many facets of natural 
history. Special thanks to the leaders 
of our Special Interest Groups— Bird, 
Plant, Mammal, Biodiversity, 
Jerringot, and Seaview Park. (The 
leaders will be reporting separately 
on their group's activities this year). 


This year we welcomed the 
reconvening of the Conservation 
Sub-Committee, coordinated by Dick 
Southcombe with John Bottomley as 
Secretary, Trevor Pescott and Dave 
King as members, with the power to 
coopt other members as required for 
specific issues. This sub-committee 
has eased the pressure on the 
normal committee meetings by 
undertaking specific conservation 
issues as they arise. Much activity 
has been in developing responses to 
various planning documents, etc. 
Issues to which responses have 
been made are the proposed 
development of ski lifts and ski trails 
at Falls Creek, draft reports on Corio 
Bay Coastal Action Plan, Bells 
Beach to Red Rocks Coastal Action 
Plan, Corangamite Regional 
Catchment Strategy, Great Ocean 
Road Region Strategy, Assessment 
Guidelines for Channel Deepening, 
Barwon River Land Use and Open 
Space Corridor Plan, the proposed 
Angahook-Lorne/Otways National 
Park, and the proposed 
developments at Yandanah Road 
Fairhaven and Lonsdale Golf 
Course/Lake Victoria. We have 
representatives on the Corangamite 
Catchment Management Authority 
Moorabool River and Lough Calvert 
Drainage Scheme Reference 
Groups. 


The recently held Publication Sub- 
Committee meeting focussed 
specifically on the Geelong 
Naturalist, and what improvements 
are desirable or required. The green 
cover pages in particular are being 
reviewed with the prospect of making 
the magazine more user friendly and 
maximising use of space. We have 
welcomed member input into this 
review. 


April 2003 


During the year we have been very 
pleased to develop links with the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens 
management and the Friends of 
GBG. We are working towards 
participating in the 2nd Stage 
development plans for the 
Gardens—the building of an 
‘environmental study/meeting centre’ 
which would become our Club’s new 
home. The centre’s primary tenant 
would be, of course, the Friends 
group which has worked hard over 
years to bring the project about in 
the first place. Our Club is seen as 
being the major secondary tenant, 
sharing facilities with a number of 
like-minded groups. This is the sort 
of vision many of our long-standing 
Club members have held for years. 
The concept has great support from 
our ‘Gardens friends’, and hopefully 
the concept will continue to be 
supported by those at Council level. 


While our Committee has been 
‘understaffed’, there are many non- 
committee members contributing a 
great deal to the Club and to the 
Geelong community. Members 
represent our Club оп various 
organisations, are involved in 
community education with school 
children and adults, and generally 
promote the awareness and 
appreciation of our natural. 
environment—and consequently 
helping to protect it for the future. 
Our club is a very valuable resource 
for the Geelong community, and we 
are grateful to all those members for 
their involvement. We are currently 
updating our list of ‘Office & Duty 
holders’, which is long overdue. This 
endeavours to list all those members 
involved in doing ‘extra’ things for the 
Club, of which many of us are 
unaware. The problem is to not leave 
anyone out—there are so many 
‘unsung heroes’. 


During the year, as has been 
reported previously, we have 
honoured three of our very 
longstanding members by awarding 
them Honorary Life Memberships. Alll 
three had been members and great 
contributors to the Club for 40 years 
or more! Our thanks and 
congratulations went to Lily 
Sherwood, Nora Errey, and Geoff 
Mathison. Well deserved! 


| wish our Club a very successful 
and enjoyable coming year! 


p 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol. 38 No. 11 April 2003 3 


THE GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INCORPORATED 
REG'D NO. A0013708R 


TREASURER'S REPORT 2002/2003 


This has been mainly a year of consolidation financially. 
e Another item of equipment was purchased. 
e Тһе Club took on the responsibility for Seaview Park under the City of Greater Geelong (COGG) ‘Adopt a Park’ program. 


Membership 

e There was a slight increase in membership. 

e We were pleased to welcome 18 new members (including some from the former Friends of Seaview Park group); but 13 
members did not renew their subscriptions and there were 3 resignations. 

e For probably the first time we do not have any members in the junior/student category, although some juniors are 
included in family memberships. 

ə We also seem to have some difficulty in retaining new members, although | believe every effort is made to make new 
members feel welcome. 


Income 
e Our main source of income was subscriptions totalling $5617 compared with $5651 last year. 
e Donations totalled $321.50, considerably greater than last year’s total of $124.00. 
e Our exhibit at the Angair Show raised a net amount of $255.85 compared to $85.85 last year. | would like to thank our 
members who set up our exhibit and manned it during the show. 
• Anumber of our members again took part in: 
e The Barwon River Bird Survey for the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CCMA). 
e A bird strike survey for Ecoplan Australia at Alcoa. 
These surveys yielded a total of $3630.00 and on behalf of our members | would like to thank them for their efforts. 
• Agrant of $2570.00 was received from the City of Greater Geelong (COGG) for Seaview Park. 
e Two further grants of $1500.00 each were also received from COGG, part of which was earmarked by COGG to produce 
further copies of A Geelong Nature Guide. 
It is pleasing to know that our Council has come to recognise our Club as one of the leaders in nature conservation in 
Geelong. 
e Fund raising efforts raised $244.50. 
e Bank interest from the ANZ Common Fund V2 Plus account amounted to $395.16. 


Expenditure 
e AGPS was purchased for an amount of $359.00. 
e The main recurrent items of expenditure were: 
e $1980.00 for printing of the Geelong Naturalist 


e $1000.00 for printing of A Geelong Nature Guide 

ә $1044.66 for postage 

e $1500.00 for hall rental 

e $765.84 for insurance premiums 

e $212.50 for the balance owing on the interpretive signs at Jerringot ($1300.00 was included in last year's 
accounts) 


e $528.30 for 'Snipefest' expenses (a grant of $800 was received from COGG last year) 


Subscriptions · 
There will be no increase in subscriptions this year. They will be: 


Supporting Members (including Geelong Naturalist) $41.00 
Ordinary Members (including Geelong Naturalist) 31.00 
Joint/Family Members (including Geelong Naturalist) 41.00 
Junior/Student (under 18 years) (including Geelong Naturalist) 7.00 
Corporate Members (including Geelong Naturalist) 36.00 
Subscription to Geelong Naturalist only ` 26.00 
2002 Geelong Bird Report 5.00 
2002 Geelong Bird Report (if posted) 6.50 


| would like to thank the various authorities who provided grants; the members who made donations, including our supporting 
members; and members who have taken part in various surveys throughout the year, thus raising considerable revenue for 
the Club. 


Ray Baverstock 
Honorary Treasurer. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 2002/2003 (Cont.) 


ANZ COMMON FUND V2 PLUS ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS 
Bank interest 


$ 
395.16 


4070.00 - 
1500.00 


ransferred from General A/c 
ransferred from General A/c 


Fund balance at 28/2/2002 11776.86 


$17742.02 


PAYMENTS 


Transferred to Seaview Park A/c 


Fund balance at 28/2/2003 


SEAVIEW PARK ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS 
ransferred from ANZ V2 Plus A/c 


$ 
2570.00 
Account balance at 28/2/2002 


$2570.00 


PAYMENTS 


Account balance at 28/2/2003 


2570.00 


15172.02 


$17742.02 


RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR YEAR ENDING 28 FEBRUARY 2003 


RECEIPTS $ 
5617.00 
321.50 
3150.00 
ravelling expenses for CCMA 600.00 
ales: Sick and Injured Animals booklets 
From Buckleys to the Break 
Geelong Bird Reports 
Other publications 
Excursions and campouts receipts 
Bank interest 
offee, refreshments 
und raising 
OGG grant for Seaview Park 
OGG grant—Nature Brochure 
Ecoplan Australia—Alcoa survey 
COGG grants—general 


PAYMENTS 
Geelong Naturalist 
General 
Geelong Bird Report 
Nature Brochure 
Stationery, photocopying 
Postage 
Hall rental 
Subs. to other clubs and magazines 
Donations 
Publications for re-sales 
Speakers travelling expenses 
Insurance premiums 
Sundries and registration 
Library purchases 
Bank charges 
Jerringot expenses 
Snipefest expenses 
Transferred to ANZ V2 Plus A/c 
Excursion deposit 
Travelling expenses, CCMA survey 
Fund raising expenses 
Purchase of GPS 
Excursion refunds (due to cancellation) 
Glassmetal Industries—balance 


Printing: 


21393.62 


ash balance B/F 28/2/1999 4966.44 


Bank balance at end of year 


$26360.06 


5570.00 
500.00 
370.00 

20.99 
359.00 

4370.00 

212.50 


20978.23 


5381.83 
$26360.06 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 
18 February 2003 


...John Bottomley 


Marilyn Hewish was our speaker on 
the topic of the Birds of Lake Victoria. 
In late 2001, Marilyn was employed 
by Parks Victoria to compile recent 
bird lists for Lake Victoria, 
Freshwater Lake and St Leonards 
Salt Lagoon. These wetlands are 
part of the Swan Bay wetland 
system, which was formed by 
subsidence of the eastern Bellarine 
Peninsula along the Bellarine Fault 
and also includes Mud Islands, Swan 
Bay, Edwards Point, and Swan and 
Sand Islands at Queenscliff. 


In ancient times, Lake Victoria was 
under the sea, a lagoon enclosed by 
a reef, and Point Lonsdale and 
Queenscliff were islands. During that 
time, deposits of mud and shell-grit 
were laid down, and these now form 
the substrate of the lake. The old 
dune lines ran between Ocean Grove 
and Point Lonsdale, and are now 
visible as low ridges north of the lake 
and as cemented limestone deposits. 
When the land rose slightly, the lake 
was cut off from the sea. 


The lake fills by direct rainfall and 
seepage, and by storm-water run-off 
from Ocean Grove and recent 
subdivisions on the southeastern 
side of the lake. The water level 
varies greatly, but the lake does not 
dry out completely (at least, not in 
the last 20 years) and the water is 
always saline. Although the lake is 
natural, several ponds along the 
southern edge have been formed by 
shell-grit mining. There are remnants 
of coastal Moonah woodland along 
the lakeshore. 


Marilyn compiled a list of 154 birds 
for the lake: 81 waterbirds and birds 
associated with wetlands, and 73 
land birds. The most numerous 
waterbirds, Teal, Swans and waders, 
are salt-tolerant and use shallow 
water, mudflats and saltmarsh at the 
lake. The highest count of waterbirds 
was 10,062 in Feb. 2000. This count 
was obtained during a GFNC 
excursion and included 9000 small 
waders. There are records of birds 
that prefer fresh water (Hardhead, 
Coots, Australasian Grebes), which 
seems contradictory. However, 
Trevor Pescott reported that the 
Hardhead were using the ponds, 
which are probably less saline than 
the lake, especially after major 
storm-water run-off. This could also 


be the case for the other freshwater 
species. Breeding records are limited 
(Swans, Red-capped Plovers, 
Masked Lapwings) probably because 


' of the consistently high salinity, but 


there is an important observation of 
Hooded Plovers nesting. at the lake. 
White-fronted Chats breed at the 
lake, and a determined search in 
spring would probably reveal 
breeding by other birds using 
saltmarsh and rushbeds (cisticolas, 
Striated Fieldwrens and Little 
Grassbirds). 


Many waterbirds occur in significant 
numbers at the lake or are of special 
conservation significance. The lake is 
significant internationally for Banded 
Stilts, Red-necked Stints and 
Orange-bellied Parrots, having 
carried 1% of the world population at 
some time; nationally significant for 
Fairy Terns; and significant at state 
and regional levels for a further 24 
species. Orange-bellied Parrots are 
endangered nationally and Hooded 
Plovers vulnerable. A further 7 
species are threatened or vulnerable 
in Victoria. 


Waterbird counts at the lake are very 
variable. Counts are generally 
highest in summer, when migratory 
waders from the northern 
hemisphere are present and when 
ducks concentrate at the coast as 
inland wetlands dry. Influxes of 
waterbirds after good seasons and 
successful breeding inland can boost 
numbers at any time (e.g. Banded 
Stilts, ducks). Waterbird numbers 
can vary according to water levels at 
the lake, with high water levels 
favouring waterfowl and low water 
and exposure of mudifats attracting 
waders. However movement of 
waterbirds between the wetlands of 
the Swan Bay system probably 
contributes most to short-term 
variations in numbers. In Feb.-Oct. 
1998, a flock of 10 Black-tailed 
Godwits was recorded at various 
times at Lake Victoria, Freshwater 
Lake, St Leonards Salt Lagoon, 
Sand Island, and Duck Island in 
Swan Bay, beautifully demonstating 
the connection between the 
wetlands. At times, counts of 5000- 
6000 Stints at Lake Victoria suggest 
that all the Stints in the Swan Bay 
system have gathered there. 


Individual groups and species 

Ducks and grebes can occur in very 
high numbers: the highest counts for 
individual species are 4000 Chestnut 
Teal (Apr. 2001) and 2000 Hoary- 
headed Grebes (May 1994). There 
was an influx of 4000 Chestnut Teal 
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to the lake between Dec. 2001 and 
April 2002. Ducks and swans move 
between the lake and the ponds 
depending on water levels. There 
may also be waterfowl movement 
between the lake and the nearby 
Portarlington Sewage Ponds. 


Migratory waders use the mudflats in 
large numbers. The highest counts 
are in February-March when the 
birds need to put on weight in 
preparation for migration, and the 
lake is also important in winter for 
first-year waders, which spend their 
first 18 months (summer-winter- 
summer) in the southern 
hemisphere. Rarities have occurred 
at the lake: Terek Sandpiper, Red- 
necked Phalarope and Ruff have 
been recorded. Banded Stilts 
sometimes occur in enormous flocks 
(2000-2500) when adults and young 
return in large numbers from 
breeding inland. 


Hooded Plovers are considered to be 
vulnerable nationally. They occur at 
the lake throughout the year, but the 
highest counts are in winter (e.g. 44 
in June 1988). A banding study by 
Mike Weston showed that birds 
congregating at the lake come from 
beaches over a broad section of the 
central Victorian coast, from 
Breamlea to the Mornington 
Peninsula. The flocks contain a high 
proportion of juveniles, and the lake 
provides a refuge that is more 
protected from rough weather and 
disturbance than the local beaches. 
In eastern Australia, it is rare for 
Hooded Plovers to use enclosed 
wetlands. 


Little Egrets are critically endangered 
in Victoria. They arrived in the 
Geelong region in the 1970s and set 
up a breeding colony at Corio, only 
the. second known in Victoria. 
Numbers build up at Lake Victoria 
each year after the adults and young 
disperse from the colony, and the 
lake is an important winter feeding 
site (e.g. 40 in May 2001). 


Fairy and Little Terns occur at the 
lake, and are both considered to be 
threatened in Victoria. Fairy Terns 
occur in large numbers at times (100- 
240 birds), probably gathering from 
Swan Bay and larger areas of Port 
Phillip Bay. They feed and roost at 
the lake, and the lake is important for 
dependent young in January- 
February. Little Terns are in much 
lower numbers; all counts are of 
fewer than 10 birds. The two species 
form mixed flocks and can be difficult 
to distinguish, especialy in non- 
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breeding plumage. Little Terns are 
slightly smaller and slimmer and 
have longer legs; their wings are 
darker, grey rather than whitish, with 
the feathers at the wingtips 
(primaries) dark grey. 


Orange-bellied Parrots are critically 
endangered nationally, and occur 
irregularly at the lake. Up to 19 birds 
have been recorded, 10% of the 
estimated world population. They can 
occur at any time during their winter 
season on the mainland, and records 
overall span the months May- 
October. The lake is suitable 
throughout the winter because it 
carries a variety of saltmarsh plants 
providing seed for parrots at different 
times. Their favoured sites are 
Shrubby Glasswort areas beside the 
southwestern ponds and Beaded 
Glasswort flats near the shell-grit 
works, which are on private land. 


The surveys Marilyn carried out in 
2001—2002 provided many first 
records for the lake and the highest 
counts ever recorded for several 
species. She was fortunate in that 
the survey period corresponded with 
unusually high water levels at the 
lake and an influx of ducks and other 
waterbirds to the area. However, the 
results also demonstrate how 
intensive surveys and concentrated 
effort can add to our knowledge of 
local birds and local areas. 


<> 


Biodiversity Group’s 
Excursion to Paddy’s 
Swamp Bushland 


...Ade Foster 


Six regulars met at the Green Grub 
carpark and carpooled to Paddy's 
Swamp, via Cape Otway Road. The 
bushland is a reserve set between 
farmland and pine plantations. It is 
predominantly open Eucalyptus 
forest, predominantly Messmate, 
Eucalyptus obliqua, Narrow-leafed 
Peppermint, Е. radiata, Swamp 
Gum, Е. ovata, and Manna Gum, 
E. viminalis. There is also a large 
number of stunted, spindly Banksia 
sp. (integrifolia or marginata). There 
are, in places, dense populations of 
Grass-trees and Dianella.» 


First stop was at the 'swamp' itself, 
now very dry. The grasses in the 
swamp bed were covered in the 
beautiful orb webs of the little spined 
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spider Gasteracantha sp. These 
spiders are small and stout, 
beautifully marked with black, yellow, 
and white, and with prominent spines 
on the carapace. The tiny wheel 
webs were everywhere, making 
walking difficult without damaging 
the fragile structures. The Southern 
Smooth Froglet Geocrinia victoriana, 
was heard calling in numbers from 
the edges of the swamp, and a 
single Southern Brown Treefrog 
Litoria ewingii, was found under the 
bark of a dead eucalypt. Common 
Brown butterflies Heteronympha 
merope, / all females, were 
everywhere, 


specimen 
of the Sword- 
Grass Brown 
Tisiphone abeona, co-operated 
beautifully and was photographed 
from every angle. 


We moved further down and stopped 
for the inevitable cuppa and 
wandered off to see what we could 
find. Lichens and fungus were 
apparent at this spot, but despite 
turning many pieces of fallen timber, 
very few insects or reptiles. revealed 
themselves. After lunch we moved 
down to the Tree-creeper track and 
walked down to the margin of the 
Paddy's Swamp bushland and the 
cleared farmland.: 


Here were a few isolated specimen 
trees of Cherry Ballart and 
Blackwood which were beaten to 
reveal very few insect inhabitants. 
We found flowering Hyacinth Orchids 


and Parson's Bands along the track, 


and a few scorpions and Carib 
beetles under the multitude of fallen 
timber. 


Birds seen or heard included 
Wedge-tailed eagle, White-eared 
Honeyeater, King Parrot, Yellow- 
tailed Black-Cockatoo, White- 
throated Tree-creeper, and Yellow 
Robin. 


A t t h e 
Biodiversity Workshop on Tuesday 
25, Claire showed her photographs, 
and specimens gathered were 
examined under the microscope. 
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Library Notes 
.. Heather Cameron 


Those people who went on the 
Club’s excursion to Swan Bay on 
16 March may be interested in a 
past report entitled ‘Swan Bay 
Marine and Wildlife Reserves: 
Proposed Management Plan’, 
Dept of Conservation and 
Environment, January 1991 to 
see what was recommended and 
whether it has been 
implemented. 


The report can be found in Box 1 
of the Past Reports section, 
which is on the top of the shelves 
in the back room. 


FROM THE RECENT 
PAST - 


In Geelong Naturalist Vol 34, No 
9, February 1999 Mark Trengrove 
reported sighting in Swan Bay a 
previously unrecorded population 
of about 200-250 White 
Mangrove Avicennia marina 
which could be clearly seen from 
the top of the dunes on the 
eastern side of the Golf Club 
section of Swan Island. 

On the Club’s monthly excursion 
to Swan and Sand Islands, 15 
July 2001 the sighting of a flock 
of 55 White-faced Herons in the 
swampy areas on the western 
side and a large mob of Eastern 
Grey Kangaroos bounding off into 
the scrub was noted. Tracks 
indicated that the kangaroos 
regularly travelled to Duck Island 
at low tide. 


Many waders were recorded 
including Royal Spoonbills and 
Yellow-billed Spoonbills in the 
shallows near Duck Island and 
Edwards Point and Little Egrets, 
a Great Egret, Chestnut and Grey 
Teal, Pied Oystercatchers and 
Black Swans in the lagoon in 
Sand Island. 
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Swan Bay Catchment 


Excursion 
16 March, 2003 
..Diana Primrose 


This was a very informative 
excursion following on from our 
speaker at our last General Meeting. 
Our speaker then, Steve Smithyman, 
Project Officer for the Swan Bay 
Integrated Catchment Management 
Project, was our guide for the day. 


The Project is community based, 
having representatives from sixteen 
local groups and authorities on its 
committee. As the publicity leaflet 
states, the priority areas of the Project 
are water quality, storm water, 
remnant vegetation and wildlife 
corridors, pest plants and animals, 
sustainable agricultural practices, and 
community awareness and 
participation. 


Twelve GFNC members met up with 
Steve at the Queenscliff Railway 
Station car park, car-pooled and 
headed off for the day. 

Our first stop—a high point 
overlooking the walking track and 
railway reserve (and the bay beyond) 
to view the weed eradication work that 
has been done—and what remains! 
Some handsome specimens of local 
species were Coast Banksia Banksia 
integrifolia, Moonah Melaleuca 
lanceolata, Wirilda Acacia retinodes, 
and Common Boobialla Myoporum 
insulare. Smaller indigenous species 
included Coastal Saltbush Atriplex 
cinerea, Seaberry Saltbush 
Rhagodia candolleana, Bower 
Spinach Tetragonia implexicoma, and 
Coast Daisy-Bush Ојеапа axillaris. 
Much work has been done, and 
continues, removing heavy 
infestations of Blue Periwinkle Vinca 
major, Italian Buckthorn Rhamnus 
alaternus, African Вохћот Lycium 
ferocissimum, and others: A heavy 
groundcover growth of Kikuyu 
Pennisetum clandestinum poses a 
problem growing up through other 
plant species. 


‘Dog Beach’ was our second stop— 
evidenced by the frequency of 
dehydrated of ‘doggy deposits’ that 
owners had failed to pick up in the 
past. The plastic bags now provided 
at the entrance to the track will 
hopefully remedy this. We walked to 
the sand dune area where Steve 
showed us the erosive effect the 
rocky breakwater has had on the 
adjacent dunes. This bluestone 
boulder breakwater has been 
gradually extended around from the 
Pt Lonsdale side — to stop erosion — 


only to find every time the wall was 
stopped the erosion was transferred 
to the current end point of the wall. 
The building of the wall has now 
ceased and attention directed towards 
rectifying the current area of erosion. 
Plantings of indigenous species had 
been done in the past—only to be 
largely covered with sand drift. Brush 
matting has been shown to be the 
most effective means of reducing 
sand blow and the area where this 
had been applied is faring well. 
Unfortunately brush matting is a very 
labour intensive exercise. In the swale 
of the dune is a very nice shaded walk 
through Coastal Tea-tree 
Leptospermum  laevigatum— Lovers 
Walk | see it is called on Melway's 
map! Aptly named! No doubt they 
would not notice the heavy infestation 
of Italian Buckthorn, Bridal Creeper 
Asparagus asparagoides, and 
Bellarine Pea [Myrtle-leaf Milkwort] 
Polygala myrtifolia! We found 
specimens of the Small Flower [Short- 
stork] Flax-lily Dianella brevicaulis, 
Hedge Wattle Acacia paradoxa, Small 
leaved Clematis Clematis microphylla, 
Coast Twin-leaf Zygophyllum 
billardiera, Climbing Lignum 
Muehlenbeckia adpressa, and a 
couple of specimens of the exotic 
Purple Groundsel Senecio elegans, 
and Sea Rocket Cakile maritima. 


Next—down Murray Road to the new 
board walk over the salt marsh to the 
waters edge. Lush stands of Spear 
Grass species Austrostipa sp., Chaffy 
Saw Sedge Gahnia filum, Coast 
[Blue] Tussock Grass Poa poiformis, 
Spiny Rush Juncus acutus, Australian 
Sea-grass Distichlis distichophylla, 
and Seaberry Salt bush Rhagodia 
candolleana, among many others. A 
very healthy growth of Beaded 
Glasswort Sarcocornia quinqueflora, 
and Shrubby Glasswort Sclerostegia 
arbuscula—noted as food sources for 
the endangered Orange-bellied 
Parrot. 


We called at the Community Nursery 
in Nelson Road where volunteers 
propagate indigenous plants for 
revegetation projects, and for sale to 
the public to encourage plantings in 
local gardens. The Nursery has 
recently had to relocate to this site on 
land provided by Barwon Water. 
Barwon Water has been very 
supportive of community nurseries 
and the promotion of indigenous 
plantings, which of course have 
adapted to our environment and 
consequently are water efficient. 


We moved off down Emily Street to 
Lake Victoria—bird life concentrated 
around the low water level due to the 
continuing drought conditions. Steve 
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explained the lake was part of the 
Lonsdale Lakes Reserve—a chain of 
wetlands stretching from Collendina to 
Swan Bay. This area is classified as 
Coastal Moonah Woodland. A good 
specimen of Wire-leaf Mistletoe 
Amyema preissii was found growing 
on a very gall infested Wirilda. 
Several lone specimens of the very 
noxious Serrated Tussock Nassella 
trichotoma were found over the day— 
and appropriately dealt with. We saw 
the area of wetland for which the local 
golf course has submitted a rezoning 
proposal, to enable it to extend its 
development, and to which our Club 
has sent an objection to Council. 


From Lake Victoria we drove to a 
large erosion site on private property 
in Anderson’s Road. This severely 
eroded watercourse had been fenced 
off in 1988—a minimum of thirty 
metres on either side of the 
washaway. Plantings of indigenous 
species were introduced — a minimum 
of three rows of trees on either side— 
Golden Wattle Acacia pycnantha, 
Sheoaks Allocasuarina sp., Manna 
Gums Eucalyptus viminalis, and 
others. Since being fenced off some 
grassland species are regenerating— 
Wallaby grasses Austrodanthonia sp., 
Kangaroo Grass Themeda triandra, 
Spear Grass Austrostipa sp., Mat-rush 
(small flower) Lomandra micrantha?, 
Pale Rush Juncus pallidus, Yellow 
Star Hypoxis sp. In the bottom of the 
gully Ribwort Plantain Plantago 
lanceolata was noted—a salt indicator 
Steve advised. Steve demonstrated 
the fragility of the soil in this location, 
and the importance of the topsoil 
layer. The topsoil contains the organic 
matter that holds it together—the clay 
subsoils are sodic (high sodium) and 
highly dispersible in water. Once the 
topsoil layer has been lost, water 
erosion of the clay subsoil readily 
occurs. This was very clearly 
demonstrated by dropping some top 
soil into a glass of water (it remained 
intact), then some clay sub soil—it 
‘melted’ into the water (slaked) before 
our eyes, with a secondary cloudiness 
rising up. 


Our last stop was Swan Bay jetty, to 
view the birds on the shoreline, and a 
walk up the jetty over some of the sea 
grass beds with several gatherings of 
baby fishes, some adult fish and a 
stingray! 


A very informative and enjoyable 
day—we are very impressed with 
Steve’s enthusiasm, and full of 
admiration for the vision of the Project 
and the work Steve and his 
colleagues are achieving. 

(Bird list next month.) 
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Out and About 
...Valda Dedman 


In my hand they seem ordinary 
objects—one pretty, one somewhat 
tatty. Looked at more closely they 
are beautiful, intricate, fascinating. 
Under the microscope they become 
objects of wonder. 


They are sea urchin tests—external 
skeletons of spiny creatures closely 
related to seastars and sea slugs. 
One has lost its spines, is faded to 
greyish pink on top and stained 
green underneath; the other is 
broken and its spines lie flattened 
and tangled. They came from the 
beach at Point Henry and are 
Heliocidaris erythrogramma Purple 
Sea Urchins, the commonest sea 
urchin found locally. They occur right 
around the southern Australian 
coast, on both reefs and sandy 
bottoms. There may be millions of 
them. н 


Sea urchins аге the most amazing 
creatures. They can breathe through 
their feet, their mouth is called a 
lantern, they ‘bristle’ when alarmed 
and five is their lucky number. 

Why five? Because their bodies are 
made up of five parts, arranged in 
‘radial symmetry’. Imagine a five- 
armed seastar curled up so that the 
tips of its arms come together at the 
top. These correspond to the five 
ambulacral plates of the sea urchin 
and the spaces between are filled 
with the five interambulacral plates. 
They have five sharp pointed teeth 
which chop their food into small 
pieces. The mouth is on the 
undersurface. Surrounding the anus 
(which is on top) are five genital 
plates, each containing a hole called 
a gonopore through which either 
eggs or sperm are released (sexes 
are separate). 


There are five sections to the mouth, 
five gills around the mouth to 
provide extra oxygen to the five sets 
of muscles which draw the whole 
jaw up or down. Aristotle's lantern, 
as the mouth is known, is composed 
of 50 skeletal elements and 
surrounds the entrance. to the 
stomach, which is divided into five 
parts. The largest elements are five 
paired wedge-shaped plates and 
these resemble the five-sided horn 
lantern used in Greece at the time of 
Aristotle, who first described the 
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animal. He wrote: /n reality the 
mouth-apparatus of the urchin is 
continuous from one end to the 
other, but to outward appearance it 
is not so, but looks like a horn 
lantern with the panes of horn left 
out. 


The five long, curved, enamel-like 
teeth scrape algae off rocks and 
even gouge out hollows in which the 
whole animal wedges itself tightly. 
But Purple Sea Urchins also graze 
seagrass beds and can be very 
destructive. 


The ambulacral plates have double 
rows of tiny holes (often in tens) 
organised in patterns along each 
side and the whole test is decorated 
with knobs of varying sizes. The 
arrangement of knobs and tiny holes 


on the test reminds me of an Aran. 


knitting pattern—amazingly 
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complicated. Each large plate is 
made up of hundreds of interlocking 
smaller bony plates, called ossicles 
and x-ray pictures show growth lines 
around the edges where extra layers 
are added. Higher magnification 
reveals a characteristic skeletal 
mesh. Body fluids and living tissue 
occupy the spaces between, just as 
in human bone. 


The feet protrude through holes in 
the ambulacral plates. They are tube 
feet, connected inside the body to a 
ring canal of the water vascular 
system, and lengthen and shorten 
hydraulically. There are also little 
feet, pedicellariae, which act like 
pincers and can be of four different 
forms with specialised functions. 
Some are three-jawed on moveable 
stalks; some are short and seize and 
crush invaders and food; others 
have toxic tips like hyperdermic 
needles; small flexible ones clean 
around the spines. 


The spines, both long and short, 
occur on knobs on all the plates. 
The longer, or primary spines, vary 
greatly with species. They may be 
flattened with thorny tips, short and 
thick with knobby ends, or round and 
tapered to a sharp point as in the 
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Purple Sea Urchin (whose spines 
can be dark green, as they were on 
the Pt Henry specimen). They are 
sometimes poisonous. Each spine, 
on its ball and socket joint, can 
move in any direction, and with the 
tube feet provide a means of 
locomotion. 


The whole animal is covered with a 
delicate skin, even over the spines, 
so the test is really an endoskeleton. 


Since time immemorial sea urchins 
been relished as food. Aristotle 
(384-322 BCE) wrote of the 'so- 
called eggs large and edible' in his 
Historia animalium. Pacific Gulls are 
fond of sea urchins and get at the 
Soft body parts by picking up an 
urchin (spines and all) and dropping 
it on a hard surface so that it breaks. 
| have observed this along the 
walking track at Western Beach. 
And there is a thriving export 
industry in South Australia supplying 
sea urchin gonads and testes to the 
Japanese market! 


Caterpillars Instalment 2 

My Gumleaf Skeletonises have 
enormous appetites and should 
really be called Gumleaf Chompers 
because as they grew, they took to 
chewing great holes in their leaves 
and then to eating all but the central 
vein. They seem to prefer the 
Flowering Gum leaves and to be 
disinterested in a beautiful long fresh 
Blue Gum leaf. They like their food 
fresh and transfer over to a new leaf 
if | provide it before the previous 
day's leaf is finished. So far the 24 
caterpillars have skeletonised 8 
leaves and totally consumed 48 
leaves in 6 weeks. The first cocoons 
were spun on 7 March, perhaps in 
response to a lack of food, because 
those caterpillars had only passed 
through about five moults. The 
cocoon is small and decorated with 
hairs, head skins and even dry 
faecal pellets. After a couple of 
days, a hard shiny brown pupa 
emerged from three of the cocoons. 
The caterpillars are small, reaching 
only about 20 mm before pupating. 
The moths will be small—25-30 mm 
seems to be the maximum 
wingspan. 

Other observations: They rear up if 
disturbed, by sound or if | blow 
gently on them. The top of the body, 
with curved ‘horn’ (their headskin 
hats) attached, curls backwards. 
They don’t like bright sun and will 
quickly move towards shade. 
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А Note on Red Wattlebird The Red Wattlebird is endemic to. Australia and is a 


" familiar bird throughout its distribution. In the area covered 
Behaviour by the Geelong Bird Report, it is classified as a common, 
breeding resident with  autumn-winter flocking and 

...Craig G. Morley movements. The species is widespread in woodlands, 

22 Fairmont Road, Newtown 3220 wooded farmland and urban areas (Hewish 2002). | 


On 19 June 2002 at 0700h, two Red Wattlebirds were perched side by side on а sloping support strut of the clothes- 
line in the backyard. There was a distinct size difference between the two birds. The slightly larger bird (male?) was 
perched higher than the smaller bird (female?). The smaller bird was holding its body in a horizontal attitude. On at 
least 6 occasions over a 2-3 minute period, this bird leant forward, fanning its tail, while drooping and fluttering its 
wings. On each occasion the larger bird, on the higher perch, responded by uttering a harsh hacking cough-like ‘yaack’ 
call (Pizzey 1997). As this call was given, the neck was raised and the head thrown back with a violent jerk. 


Very similar behaviour was observed on 23 June at 0855h, when two birds (again with a noticeable size difference) 
were perched together on the edge of a garage roof. On this occasion the birds were perched at the same level, 
though the smaller bird was again in a hunched attitude with its body held horizontally. No other interaction between 
the two birds was noticed. 


At midday on 30 June, | heard the 'уааск' call and looked up to see a larger Red Wattlebird on top of the nectar feeder 
and a smaller Red Wattlebird on the feeding perch, in a horizontal posture flicking its wings at the bottom of the feeder. 
The larger bird then flew off and the lower bird took liquid from the feeder. The feeder had been refilled on or about the 
28 June. 


In early July, two wattlebirds with a pronounced size difference were observed briefly. On this occasion, it was noticed 
that the larger bird could elicit the lowered body posture and wing flicking, simply by pointing its beak directly towards 
the smaller bird on the lower perch. | 


The Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds, Volume 5 (HANZAB), describes the behaviour of the 
smaller bird in a horizontal attitude and explains it as an appeasement posture at artificial feeding stations. The 
behaviour described in this note did occur within 2m (19 June), 8m (23 June) and on top of (30 June and early July) a 
nectar-feeding bottle that is filled on an irregular basis. It had been empty for at least 24 hours, probably 48 hours prior 
to the first observation. Before this, the feeder had been empty for at least a month. The feeder contained nectar 
mixture* during the subsequent observations. 


The way the larger bird uttered the call and the behaviour of the smaller bird are described perfectly in HANZAB. 
However, there is no mention of the larger bird eliciting the appeasement posture by pointing its beak towards and 
looking down at the smaller bird. Nor is there mention of the larger bird stretching vertically, jerking its head back and 
calling, in response to the appeasement posture. 


The opening sentence in the introduction to Volume 1A of HANZAB States, ‘for many years, Australian Ornithology has 
been hampered by the lack of a comprehensive work setting out what is known about Australian birds... Overseas, 
handbooks of this kind have greatly stimulated progress in ornithological research’. 


This note describes previously unrecorded behaviour. It reinforces the importance of recording (and publishing) our 
observations, for there is still so much that is not known or documented about Australian birds, even the common and 
conspicuous species. 


| would like to thank Marilyn Hewish for helpful comments on a draft of this note. 
* Nectar mixture was brown sugar and Nekta-vite dissolved in water. 
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Mid-week Bird Group Excursion Reports 


20 February 2003 
Upper Paper Mill Road & 


Barwon River, Fyansford 
... Rhonda Jennings 


Cathy Cheadle was welcomed to our 
Mid-week group and we hope she 
enjoys many more outings with us in 
the future. Polly, Shirley, Doug, Ray, 
Hans, Claire and her mother Trudy 
who is visiting from Alice Springs 
and Rhonda met in the Fyansford 
Hotel carpark where we saw Straw- 
necked Ibis, Rainbow Lorikeet, Red 
Wattlebird, Common Myna and 
heard Gang-gang Cockatoo before 
moving to Upper Paper Mill Road 
where we had a leisurely walk along 
the Barwon River which had lots of 
rock pools and a small trickle of 
water. 

The weather was very kind to us, 
giving us cloud cover and no wind. 


During our walk we saw: 

Australian Magpie, Magpie-lark, 
Little Pied Cormorant, Pacific Black 
Duck, Grey Teal, Chestnut Teal, 
Eurasian Coot, Purple Swamphen, 
Dusky Моогћеп, Grey Fantail, 
Yellow-rumped  Thornbill, Brown 
Thornbill, Red-browed Finch, Superb 
Fairy-wren, White-browed 
Scrubwren, White-faced Heron, 
Masked Lapwing, Australian Ibis, 
Silvereye, White-plumed 
Honeyeater, New Holland 
Honeyeater, Red-rumped Parrot, 
Spotted Turtle-dove, Grey Shrike- 
thrush, Willie Wagtail, European 
Goldfinch, Welcome Swallow, Fairy 
Martin, Dusky Woodswallow, 
Common Blackbird, House Sparrow, 
Black-shouldered Kite, Brown 
Goshawk, Little Raven, Common 
Starling. 


The Brown Goshawk was the 
highlight of the day. It swooped low 
between two of our groups giving us 
great views of its body and wings 
with time to admire its colourings. 


We stopped a while to view a small 
area of rock formation in the cliff 
face along the way which appeared 
to have been formed by a volcanic 
eruption many years ago. The 
rounded boulders and little 
segments of rock set in place by a 
liquid flow. It is very different to other 
rock formations in the area and 
made an interesting viewing. 

Good company and 41 species 
made it a pleasant morning. 


20 March 2003 


Airey’s Inlet Area 
...Pat Streefkerk 


This outing was attended by around 
a dozen people in mild weather with 
occasional drizzle, but lovely 
patches of sunshine. 

The first stop was at the Airey's Inlet 
Sewerage ponds in Distillery Creek 
Road. 

We counted eight different species 
of duck including: Pink-eared, Musk, 
Hardheads and Shoveler, plus 
various other water birds in good 
numbers on the ponds. The 
surrounding bush also provided 
some good sightings including Blue- 
winged Parrots, which were obliging 
enough to perch on dead branches 
in beautiful sunlight, Scarlet Robin, 
Yellow Robin and numerous Grey 
Fantails. j 

On our walk around the ponds we 
also rescued a large male Eastern 
Grey Kangaroo which was hung up 
in the wire fènce. At first he could 
not get up, but a few minutes later 
we were glad to see him hop away. 
A few of us then detoured into the 
Distillery Creek Picnic Ground for a 
toilet stop and found a ? native rat 
drowned in the toilet bowl!! He is 
now in our freezer to be brought to 
the next meeting for identification. 


We were also surrounded by 


numerous birds including Sittellas, 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo, Pink 
Robin and Rufous Whistlers. We 
voted it a great detour. 


We then joined the others at Noble’s 
Swamp to some great viewings of 
Buff-banded Rail, Spotless Crake, 
Black-tailed Native-hen, Latham’s 
Snipe and Nankeen Night Herons 
amongst much else. The whole day 
yielded 62 different species. 


Bird List: 

Sewerage Ponds: Musk Duck, 
Black Swan, Australian Shelduck, 
Pacific Black Duck, Australasian 
Shoveler, Grey Teal, Chestnut Teal, 
Pink-eared Duck, Hardhead, Hoary- 
headed Grebe, Eurasian Coot, 
Pacific Heron, Yellow-tailed Black- 
Cockatoo, Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo, Crimson Rosella, Blue- 
winged Parrot, White-throated Tree 
creeper, Superb Fairy-wren, Brown 
Thornbill, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, 
White-eared Honeyeater， New 
Holland Honeyeater，Scarlet Robin， 
Eastern Yellow Robin， Rufous 
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Whistler, Magpie-lark, Grey Fantail, 
Willie Wagtail, Australian Magpie, 
Grey Currawong, Little Raven and 
Welcome Swallow. 


Distillery Ck. Picnic Ground and 
Noble’s Swamp: 

Black Swan, Wood Duck, Pacific 
Black Duck, Grey Teal, Chestnut 
Teal, Little Black Cormorant, White- 
faced Heron, Great Egret, Nankeen 
Night Heron, White Ibis, Nankeen 
Kestrel, Buff-banded Rail, Spotless 
Crake, Purple Swamphen, Dusky 
Moorhen, Black-tailed Native-hen, 
Latham’s Snipe, Masked Lapwing, 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo, 
Galah, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, 
King Parrot, Crimson Rosella, 
Horsfield’s Bronze cuckoo, 
Kookaburra, White-throated 
Treecreeper, Superb Fairy-wren, 
Striated Pardolote, Brown Thornbill, 
Yellow-rumped  Thornbill, Striated 
Thornbill, Red Wattlebird, Spiny- 
cheeked Honeyeater, Singing 
Honeyeater, New Holland 
Honeyeater, Pink Robin, Sittella, 
Rufous Whistler, Grey Shrike-thrush, 
Magpie-lark, Grey Fantail, Willie 
Wagtail, Magpie, Pied Currawong, 
Little Raven, House Sparrow and 
Welcome Swallow. 


Next Mid-week Bird 
Group Excursion 


Thursday, 17 April, 2003 


Reedy Lake, Moolap 
Leader: Brian Hart 
This area is often mentioned in the 
bird observations report—Brolgas, 
Glossy Ibis and Orange-bellied 
Parrots (in season) are regularly 
seen there. It is also favoured by 
other waterbirds and raptors. 
Although close to Easter, the third 
Thursday has been retained to 
accommodate anyone who can only 
attend in the school holidays. 
Meet: 8.30 am Southern extension 
of Moolap Station Road, 1 km from 
the corner of Townsend Road, at the 
Lake Connewarre State Game 
Reserve sign (Melways page 231, 
F11). 
Finish: About midday 
Enquiries: Brian Hart 5255 4808 


Thursday, 15 May, 2003 
Blue Circle Southern Cement 
Leaders: Pat & Hans Streefkerk 
Meet: 8.30 am at the gate after the 
main entrance where the sign says 
Visitors Carpark. 


(See page 14 for more upcoming 
excursions!) 
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Bird Group Report 


18 February 2003 
.. John Bottomley 


Bany Lingham was our speaker on 
the topic of Bird Watching in Great 
Britain. Barry and his family spent 
eight months in Leicester last year. 
Leicester, with а population 
approaching half a million, is located 
in the East Midlands, an hour-and-a- 
half at English driving speeds, north 
of London. As such it is located in 
one of the most densely populated 
parts of England with Birmingham, 
Derby and Stoke to the West and 
Loughborough, Nottingham and the 
towns of South Yorkshire to the 
north. 


Birding in the UK is very different 
than it is in Australia. One of the 
differences results from the density 
of population. In England one is 
rarely more than a mile or so from at 
least a village or a small town. There 
is very little open country such as is 
found in Australia. Barry showed us 
a map illustrating the relative sizes of 
the UK and of Australia. The UK, let 
alone England, would fit into a small 
corner of Western Australia. With 
244,755 sq km, the UK has 3.18% of 
the area of Australia. England at 
130,360 sq km, has 1.69% of the 
area! With a population of over 48 
million, it is a crowded place! 


Environmentally and climatically the 
differences are also great. At 52° 38° 
north, Leicester is only marginally 
further from the North Pole than 
Macquarie Island, at 54° 30" south, is 
from the South Pole. All of Scotland 
is closer to the pole than is 
Macquarie Island! The temperate 
nature of the climate is totally 
dependent on the flow.of the Gulf 
Stream. Being in such high latitudes 
makes the days very short in winter 
but compensatingly long in summer. 


Unlike in most of Australia the 
vegetation changes very dramatically 
with the seasons. Trees and shrubs 
are almost all deciduous losing their 
leaves in winter. Most other plants 
die back in winter. Barry showed us 
photographs of several locations in 
both summer and winter. The 
differences were striking. He has 
developed a view that it is easier to 
see birds in winter than it is in 
summer as summer foliage is very 
dense making it extremely difficult to 
see small perching birds. 


Another difference is in the number 
of birders or twitchers one can run 


‘into. A rare bird can attract so many 


twitchers within a few hours that 
traffic backs up for miles! Rumour 
has it that the occasional twitcher is 
all but trampled under foot! We are 
so lucky in this country!! 


Despite the above, Leicester 
provided good local birding with 
green wedges' along old railway 
lines and canals coming close to the 
centre of town. Barry illustrated these 
areas with several slides taken within 
a few minutes walk of where his 
family was living. 


Given its northerly location, small 
size and densely packed population, 
the UK has a diverse and interesting 
bird life. The number of species 
regularly or occasionally seen is 
surprisingly high. Many species are 
migratory. Migration paths are 
complex with species migrating 
between the UK and Africa, southern 
and eastern Europe, the Middle East 
and north and central Asia. Several 
species are seen in the UK in 
numbers only when climatic 
conditions are particularly cold in 
Holland and north Germany where 
they normally overwinter. This is 
particularly the case with waders and 
waterfowl which can arrive in 
prodigious numbers if climatic 
conditions are harsh on the 
continent. In hot summers birds 
normally not seen north of the 
English Channel show up in southern 
England. Bee-eaters, Merops 
apiaster, bred in England last year 
for example. When Hoopoes, Upupa 
epops, show up in Sussex or Kent, 
as they do once in a while, roads are 
backed up for miles. 


Before showing a series of slides 
illustrating many of the species that 
can be seen in the UK Barry noted 
that many were simply called THE 
Robin, THE Bee-eater, THE 
Cormorant etc. No adjectives for 
those who name their species first 
thank you very much!! 


. Only very few species naturally 


occurring in Australia can be seen in 
the UK. It is more often the case that 
closely related members of families 
seen in Australia are present in the 
UK. Examples of species naturally 
occurring in both countries are 
Phalocrocorax carbo, known as the 
Cormorant in the UK and the Great 
Cormorant here, the Barn Ом Tyto 
alba, and the Great Crested Grebe 
Podiceps cristatus. Examples of the 
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latter group are the Teal Anas 
crecca, the Shelduck Tadorna 
tadorna, Herring Gull Larus 
Irgentatus, Oystercatcher 
Haematopus ostralegus and the 
Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta which 
belong to the same genus as do our 
birds which have names that include 
adjectives and other qualifiers! 


Other birds that can be seen in each 
country are UK species introduced 
into Australia since European 
settlement. Among these are the 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos, 
European Goldfinch Carduelis 
carduelis, European Greenfinch 
Carduelis chloris, House Sparrow 
Passer domesticus, Eurasian Tree 
Sparrow Passer montanus, Song 
Thrush Turdus philomelos, Common 
Blackbird Turdus merula and Starling 
Sturnus vulgaris. 


Barry illustrate his talk with 
numerous photographs. A picture of 
a Robin Erithacus rubecula, taken by 
his son was particularly well 
received. These illustrated all the 
major families of birds occurring in 
the UK. As a set of islands the UK is 
particularly rich in seabirds and 
waterbirds. The ducks are a 
particularly varied group with some 
looking very little like the ducks found 
in Australia. Two ducks that look 
peculiar to Australian eyes are the 
Goosander Mergus merganser, and 
the Smew Mergus albellus. The 
Goosander is a fish eating duck. It 
has a narrow saw-bill that includes 
tooth-like indentations along the 
edges of the bill and hooked end. 
Both these adaptations help it to 
keep control of а. struggling fish. 
They nest in tree-hollows. The 
Smew, which also has a narrow bill, 
dives constantly in lakes and looks 
much more like a small grebe than a 
duck to Australian eyes. Some 
families pose great difficulties in 
identifying which particular species is 
being observed. The Leaf Warblers 
of the genus Рћујозсориз are a 
case in point. Three very similar 
looking species occur in the UK 
which can only reliably be 
distinguished by their songs. Not an 
easy task for the visitor! 


The talk generated considerable 
interest in those in attendance who 
showed their appreciation with a 
generous round of applause. 


=> 
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Bird Observations March 2003 
..,Compiled by John Bottomley 


Lots of observations again. The following are just some of the interesting ones. Lots of Freckled and Pink-eared 
Ducks were seen at Lake Murdeduke. The Common Diving-Petrels seen by Craig Morley at Point Lonsdale are very 
unusual. Records to date have been largely of beach-washed birds. These were alive and flying! Rob Mackenzie saw 
good numbers of Godwits and Knots at Swan Bay in early March. Many of these birds were in near breeding plumage. 
These species congregate on the mud flats at this time of the year before migrating to their breeding grounds in 
northern Asia. Lake Victoria illustrated its significance again by providing records of huge numbers of Red-necked 
Stints and large numbers of Banded Stilts. Large numbers of the latter were also seen at Lake Murdeduke. Gang- 
gangs are back in town for winter with sightings at several locations. Very pleasing are the numbers of White-throated 
Needletails reported. These have not been much reported in recent years. The Otways provided records of Pink and 
Rose Robins and of Rufous Fantails. They are all among the most beautiful of birds. Have good birding over the next 
month. 


Observers were: 

AW, Alison Watson; BAt, Bryant Atwood; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JB, John 
Bottomley; JCa, Jocelyn Calvert; JH, Joe Hubbard; JN, John Newman; LSt, Laura Stenzler; MAC, Margaret Cameron: 
MHe, Marilyn Hewish; PC, Polly Cutcliffe; PF, Pauline Fletcher; RBa, Ray Baverstock; RMc, Rod MacKenzie; TFI, 
Tom Fletcher; VicGroup, Melbourne chapter of Birds Australia. 


Number Date Comments Observer 
tubble Quail 1 17/02/03 Lake Murdeduke. RMc 
reckled Duck 180+ 17/02/03 Lake Murdeduke. RMc 
Pink-eared Duck 140 17/02/03 Lake Murdeduke. RMc 

reat Crested Grebe 71 4/03/03. Point Henry. Most on Stingarree Bay. RMc 
ommon Diving-Petrel Several. 2/03/03 Point Lonsdale Lighthouse. An unusual sighting. CMo 
Darter 342 18/03/03 Barwon River, Belmont. An adult female and two PC 
immatures sitting on a low branch and a female feeding a 

newly hatched chick on a nest. 

Black-faced Cormorant 16 14/02/03 Point Lonsdale. Included a bronzy-brown juvenile. RMc 


5 2/03/03 Point Lonsdale Lighthouse. Resting on rock platform. 12 CMo 
on 12/03/03. 
Cattle Egret 10 11/03/03  Curlewis. In paddock with cattle. BAt 
15+ 16/03/03 Moorabool. In paddock with cattle. JB, JCa 
(Grey Goshawk 1 23/02/03 Buckley Falls. BAt 
; 1 26/02/03 Ocean Grove adjacent to Nature Reserve. A white morph. PF, TFI 
Black Falcon 1 17/02/03 Lake Murdeduke. RMc 
1 20/02/03 Gnarwarre. BAt 
Brolga 3 17/02/03 Lake Murdeduke. RMc 
Latham's Snipe 2 16/02/03 Aireys Inlet. At wetland near Bark Hut. PF, TFI 
Black-tailed Godwit 1 5/03/03 Swan Bay, Duck Island. RMc 
Bar-tailed Godwit 72+ 5/03/03 — Swan Bay, Duck Island area. Many in close to breeding БМс 
lumage. 
reat Knot 40+ 5/03/03 Swan Bay Duck Island area. Many in close to breeding RMc 
lumage. 
Red Knot 120+ 5/03/03 Swan Bay, Duck Island area. Many in close to breeding RMc 
plumage. 
anderling 1 4/03/03 Black Rocks. 3 RMc 
Red-necked Stint 6500 2/03/03 Lake Victoria. Feeding across entire lakebed. MHe 
Banded Stilt 2100 17/02/03 Lake Murdeduke. RMc 
880 27/02/03 Lake Victoria. RMc 
62 11/03/03  Moolap Saltworks. 50 in Saltworks and 12 on beach. GMc 
Red-necked Avocet 3 27/02/03 Lake Victoria. — . RMc 
30 11/03/03 Moolap Saltworks and Point Henry. GMc 
rey Plover 2 5/03/03 Swan Bay, Duck Island. On sand flats. RMc 
11 11/03/03  Moolap Saltworks. GMc 
Double-banded Plover 2 17/02/03 Lake Murdeduke. RMc 
х 1 27/02/03 Lake Victoria. RMc 
8 27/02/03 Freshwater Lake. RMc 
Hooded Plover 7 4/03/03 Black Rocks. Includes a pair with two ‘runners’. RMc 
2 7/03/03 Black Rocks. GMc 
Banded Lapwing 2 7/03/03 Geelong - Ballan Road to south of Anakie Road. 
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Species (cont.) Number Date Comments Observer 
ang-gang Cockatoo 7 25/02/03 Newtown. RMc 


16* . 20/02/03  Moriac. { BAt 
8+ 25/02/03 Highton. In neighbourhood for previous two weeks. Fifteen RBa 
on 2/03/03. 
11 27/02/03 Highton. One on 10/03/03, three on 12/03/03 and five оп ВА: 
14/03/03. 
4 3/03/03 Buckley Falls. In eucalypts. BAt 
Several. 9/03/03 Otway Ranges, Dinmont. Several heard calling. JB, JCa, 
MAC, 
VicGroup 
Powerful Owl 1 16/03/03 Brisbane Ranges, Anakie Gorge. Present 18/03/03. DHe, MHe 
Barn OW 1 23/02/03  Balliang, Old Boundary Road. DHe, MHe 
awny Frogmouth 1 1/02/03 Ocean Grove. Road-kill on Grubb Road. PF, TFI 
hite-throated Needletail 60 20/02/03 Long Forest. Moving south with Fork-tailed Swifts. MHe 
10 22/02/03 Leopold. RMc 
ТЕЗ 22/02/03 Marcus Hill. RMc 
30 22/02/03 Swan Bay RMc 
1 22/02/03  Modewarre, Considines Road. BAt 
6-8 24/02/03 Leopold. RMc 
4 24/02/03 Ocean Grove. БЕЖЕ) 
10+ 2/03/03 Wensleydale. JN 
20+ 10/03/03 Carlisle Heath on Old Carlisle Road. Small flock and JB, MAC, 
individuals. VicGroup 
40+ 18/03/03 Queenscliff foreshore reserve. Flying north at treetop CMo 
height. 
15+/- 19/03/03 Toray Flying north over South Beach Road six hours JB 
ahead of a cool change. | 
ork-tailed Swift 12 20/02/03 Long Forest. Moving south with White-throated MHe 
Needletails. 
ainbow Bee-eater 4-5 4/03/03 Long Forest. MHe 
Present. 9/03/03 — Eynesbury. Heard calling. MHe 
4-5 11/03/08  Bannockburn Bush. MHe 
2t 15/03/03 You Yangs. CMo 
peckled Warbler 2 23/02/03 Brisbane Ranges, DeMotts Road. One on 13/03/03. JB, JCa 
2 15/03/03 You Yangs. In the Stockyards area. CMo 
Rose Robin 1* 9/03/03 Otway Ranges, Aire Valley road. A pink bird. Others heard JB, JCa, 
earlier at Beauchamp Falls. MAC, 
VicGroup 
Pink Robin 3+ 9/03/03 Otway Ranges, Beauchamp Falls. Pink birds seen on JB, JCa, 
rocks at foot of falls and upstream. A brown bird seen near MAC, 
carpark. Others heard. VicGroup 
rested Shrike-tit 4 23/02/03  Bellbrae. Feeding in eucalypts. AW 
Olive Whistler 1 9/03/02 Otway Ranges, Beauchamp Falls. Near parking on trail to JB, JCa, 
falls. MAC, 
VicGroup 
ufous Fantail 1 8/03/03 Otway Ranges, Dinmont. VicGroup 
2 9/03/03 Otway Ranges, triplet Falls. An adult feeding a fledged JB, JCa, 
ot young. MAC, 
мерте VicGroup 
1 14/03/03 Long Forest. An immature passage migrant. MHe 
hite-bellied Cuckoo-shrike 1 1/03/03 Bannockburn Bush. LSt, MHe 
Diamond Firetail 2 16/03/03 You Yangs, Barros Pit. JH 
Mistletoebird 2 20/02/03 Barwon Heads, The Bluff. RMc 


20/02/03 


ilvereye Barwon Heads, The Bluff. Tasmanian birds. RMc 


An Outline of Coming In February/March 
e 


Mid-week Bird Group Excursions 2004 a joint boat trip 
ман with the Bellboca 
May 15 Blue Circle Southern Cement Leaders: Pat & Hans Streefkerk Group is planned to 
June 19 Serendip Sanctuary Leader: Vernon Cohen Mud Islands. To 
July 10 Bannockburn Bush Leader: Gordon McCarthy SIDE 
August 21 "Ingleby" Winchelsea Leader: Kay Campbell y О 
September 18 “Eynesbury” Exford Leader: Peter Bright please contact Peter 
October 16 TBA Bright (0418 521111) 
November 20 Hovells Creek, Western You Yangs or Polly Cutcliffe 


December 18 TBA (5244 0182) 


GFNC OFFICE BEARERS 2002 一 2003 


President Diana Primrose 5250 1811 primrose@sunet.com.au 
Vice-President John Bottomley 52841554 johnbo@swift.net.au 
Secretary Alison Watson 5266 1087 aandpwatson@iprimus.com.au 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 
Minute Secretary Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Committee Member Claire Greenwell 5243 7047  cndgreenwell(gmyplace.net.au 
Б H Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
i s Graeme Tribe 5255 2302 


Position vacant 
Position vacant 


x а Position vacant 
D Ы Position vacant 
Membership Officer Jan Venters 5229 2830 
Honorary Librarian Heather Cameron 5229 3552 
Editor Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 Mobile 0416 006407 


u 


(E-mail address) | cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and GEELONG BIRD REPORT EDITOR 


Bio-diversity Group Frank Scheelings 5229 7494 
Bird Group John Bottomley 5284 1554 
Conservation Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish 5367 3196 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


Seaview Park Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


DISCLAIMER 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine rests with 


the author of the article. Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 28 April, 2003. 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help — late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette to P.O. Box 1047, Geelong, 3200 
Email: cndgreenwell lace.net.au 
Phone Claire 5243 7047 or 0416 006407 


(Correct names, spellings and appropriate capitals would also be appreciated.) 
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